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65 years after D- Day, Salerno family of Wilbraham may have found rem ains of Sgt. 
John Simonetti, killed by German sniper

By Dwight B. Shepard
June 08, 2009, 9:30PM

Photo by Don Treeger / The Republican Peter T. Salerno, of Wilbraham, shows the the 
Purple Heart and Bronze Star of his late uncle John R. Simonetti. Salerno believes his 
uncle's remains were recently found in France where he died in combat in World War II.
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WILBRAHAM - For more than six decades, Peter T. Salerno and his family searched for the 

La famille retrouvée...
L’identification

WILBRAHAM - For more than six decades, Peter T. Salerno and his family searched for the 
remains of an uncle killed by a German sniper in 1944. 

With each passing year, that quest 
France and thousands of hours on the Internet searching U.S. Army archives 
grow more futile. 

The payoff came two weeks ago with news the family had waited 65 years to hear: A French 
construction crew had unearthed bones of an American soldier in St. Germain
with dog tags that matched Sgt. John R. Simonetti, better known to his family as "Uncle 
John.“
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La famille retrouvée...

For more than six decades, Peter T. Salerno and his family searched for the 
remains of an uncle killed by a German sniper in 1944. 

With each passing year, that quest - conducted through letters, telephone calls, trips to 
France and thousands of hours on the Internet searching U.S. Army archives - seemed to 

The payoff came two weeks ago with news the family had waited 65 years to hear: A French 
construction crew had unearthed bones of an American soldier in St. Germain-d'Elle, along 
with dog tags that matched Sgt. John R. Simonetti, better known to his family as "Uncle 

This is an undated 
family photo of John R. 
Simonetti, who died in 
France during World 
War II.

Visuel créé pour les cérémonies en mémoire du 
Sergent John SIMONETTI, du 18 juin 2011 à SAINT 

GERMAIN D’ELLE (France) 
© Mairie St Germain d’Elle . Illustrations : Extraits du 

livre réalisé par la famille SALERNO. 
Tous droits réservés.



John SIMONETTI rejoint sa terre natale ...

... et sa famille

Après 66 années passées en terre normande, John SIMONETTI
honneurs militaires lui ont été rendus. Il repose maintenant au cimetière national d’ARLINGTON.

Saint- Germain d’Elle a l’honneur de participer à cet 
évènement exceptionnel et chargé d’émotions

Plaque commémorative remise à 
la famille au nom des habitants 
de ST-GERMAIN D’ELLE
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John SIMONETTI rejoint sa terre natale ...

... et sa famille

John SIMONETTI rentre dans son pays, où les 
honneurs militaires lui ont été rendus. Il repose maintenant au cimetière national d’ARLINGTON.

Germain d’Elle a l’honneur de participer à cet 
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