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the tundra
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Preservation: Huge air bags
miake tender tires that travel
smoothly and preserve super-
sensitive Alaskan tundra.

Power is transmitted to
the bags by [riction contact
with eight 17-in.-dia, 50-in.-
wide, vuleanized rubber roll-
ers mounted between the
and the vehicle bed.
These, in turn, are driven by
a 280-hp diesel engine feed-
through  differentials
Top =peed for Rolligon is 25
mph. It alse elimbs G407
rrivdes, turns in a 4511
radins, and travels 225 mi
without refuclingg.

The unit is aboul 16 {1
wide, 11 ft hugeh, 33 U lona,
and weiprhs nearly 26,000 1h,
Its roomy cab holds
people plus @ host of control
imstrumentation.  including
mechanism for inflating or
detlating the air bags.

Bechtel s reticent about
cost, but has commissioned
six Rolligons to date. On a
recent shakedoawn run, a
company crew traveled 6368
mi avross open Alaska coun-
tey in 17 days and amid tem-
peratures that dropped as
low as 70 dew below zero.
Three of the vehicles made
the trip, each carrying an av-
erage payload of 10 tons,
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