Dear Year 5 and 6 Parents
Welcome back to all the familiar faces and a special welcome to the new children who have joined us! The children are all working hard and have settled well into their new classes.

A most exciting visit to Waterpark (Year 6) will happen this term. We are very much looking forward to spending this time with your children and getting to know them. If you do have any questions about the trip please feel free to come in and discuss these.

English – We have started this term looking at poetry.  The children will be working on developing their reading and writing skills, and concentrating on improving their descriptive writing.  We will also develop non-fiction writing.

Maths – This term we will be consolidating and developing mental and written calculation methods in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  The children will be solving problems and applying their skills from a range of areas.  We will also be learning about the properties of shapes, including identifying and calculating angles in triangles and regular polygons.  

Science – We will be covering topics on Plants and the Environment and Changing Materials.

Humanities – Our main topic this term is the Aztecs, looking particularly at Mexico.  The children will learn to put events in chronological order, locate countries on a map and develop an understanding of what life was like during the Aztec period.  In the second half term, as part of the topic parents are invited to come and watch a parade of Aztec headdresses.

Art – We will be designing and making headdresses inspired by Aztec Art.

D.T – Before Christmas we will design and begin to create mascots from fabric.

R.E. – This term we will be looking at Faith and what it means to different people.  Later in the term we will look at the Christmas Journey, exploring pilgrimages.

P.E. – This term children will need both an outdoor kit and an indoor kit. These should include trainers and tracksuit bottoms; dark shorts, white or red t-shirt and pumps. They will be developing their skills through playing adventure games and working together in gymnastics.
Class 4 and 6 – Monday and Tuesday;          Class 5 – Tuesday and Thursday

PSHE – The PSHE themes we will be following are ‘New Beginnings’ & ‘It’s good to be me’

Trips- dates will be confirmed later in the year.
		
You can help your child in Year 5/6 by:
· Ensuring that all of their possessions, especially jumpers, pumps, coats, PE kits and bags are named and easily identifiable. Please check these regularly as the names often fade when washed. 
· Listening to your child read at least three times a week and recording this in their reading journal.(To be distributed next week)
· Developing maths skills – number games, mental arithmetic, table facts and number bonds.
· Discussing any worries or concerns that you or your child may have, however small, with their class teacher.
· Ensuring that your child brings in a water bottle, which keeps them hydrated and alert throughout the day.

We look forward to enjoying this term with your child.

Charlotte Buckle	Judith Hollywood	Christine Grzybowski
