Dear Year 3 and 4 Parents,

Welcome to the new school year. You’ll be pleased to know that the children have settled well into their new classes and hopefully they have come home explaining all of the exciting things that they are going to do this term!

English – This term we shall be looking at stories with familiar settings, so any books you have, that have stories with such settings (like home and school), please encourage your child to read them with you. There will also be opportunities for children to write their own poems, and discover how to use Information texts. We will also be studying the author Dick King-Smith.

Maths –This term we are focusing particularly on strategies for problem solving. We will also be encouraging children to develop their own methods for mental calculations. Again, any support that you can provide would be very beneficial to your child.

This term we start a new topic ‘Egypt’. We are in the process of booking plane tickets for us all… (Not really!) A trip or a visitor is being discussed at the moment and further details will follow.

Humanities – We shall be finding out about the history and geography of the Egyptian people and lands and how their legacy affects our lives today. Later this term, all 3/4 children will be given the opportunity to complete an extended homework project.

Art – The children will investigate Egyptian Art and Crafts through a variety of skills, techniques and media.

DT – After half term, the children will be designing and making Egyptian-style masks.

R.E. – The Christian faith will be looked at in topics called ‘The Christian Life and Witness’ and The Bible. There will also be a unit about Christmas around the World. We will be inviting a local minister to speak to the children about his faith.

P.E. – This term children will need both an outdoor kit and an indoor kit.  These should include trainers and tracksuit bottoms; dark shorts, white t-shirt and pumps. Girls (or boys!) with hair at shoulder length, or longer, will need to make sure it is tied up for PE lessons. It is preferred that earrings should not be worn on PE days. 
Class 1 - Tuesday: outdoor PE; Thursday: indoor PE
Class 2 – Tuesday: outdoor PE; Wednesday: indoor PE
Class 3 – Tuesday: swimming; Wednesday: indoor PE. 

Extra Support in the Lower School: Many of you will already be aware that Mrs Earl is now working full time in the Lower School. Her role is to provide targeted support to different groups of children (primarily in English and Maths) and also to reduce class numbers throughout the day. If your child has been identified for an English or Maths intervention this term, you will be informed of this shortly. Please see your child’s class teacher if you have any questions on this matter.

Special Message to Parents
You can help your child in year 3/4 by:
· Ensuring that all their possessions, especially sweatshirt, pumps, coats, PE kits and bags are named and easily identifiable. Please check these regularly as the names often fade when washed.
· Listening to them read or asking them about their books and encouraging them to read at least three times a week.
· Practising numeracy skills in a friendly and informal way – number games, mental arithmetic, times tables (main focus: x2, x3, x4, x5 & x10) and number bonds to 10 and 20.
· Coming and asking if you, or your child, have any worries however small.
· Ensuring your child brings in a water bottle, to keep them hydrated (and alert!) throughout the day.

We look forward to spending this term with your child.


 Adrienne Amos           Alison Hakes            Toby Wade                Irene Earl
